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Unit 3 Lesson 7 Resource

The Arrest: Comparing Accounts
Help students find similarities and differences between these two accounts of Jesus’ arrest by using this key. High-
lighted items will draw your attention to details given by only one author, thus drawing out the differences. 

Matthew 26–Jesus Arrested
⁴⁷ While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords 
and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. ⁴⁸ Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with 
them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 

⁴⁹ Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

⁵⁰ Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. ⁵¹ With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for 
his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

⁵² “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. ⁵³ Do you 
think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? ⁵⁴ But 
how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”

⁵⁵ In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to 
capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. ⁵⁶ But this has all taken place 
that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Luke 22–Jesus Arrested
⁴⁷ While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was lead-
ing them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, ⁴⁸ but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with 
a kiss?”

⁴⁹ When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?”  
⁵⁰ And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.

⁵¹ But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

⁵² Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am 
I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? ⁵³ Every day I was with you in the temple courts, 
and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.”




