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Introduction

Our Opportunity

Teachers—all teachers—have an important opportunity. We all have the privilege of equipping, train-
ing, and shaping the next generation. But teachers of God’s Word have a particularly weighty opportu-
nity. Every day, we are asked to communicate to students the most important message of all: the truth 
of God, found in Scripture. We are asked to point students toward the One in whom all meaning and 
hope is found. And we are asked to help students orient their lives around this good news, this amaz-
ing offer of a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our students need this truth. They need guidance in how to navigate life in a fallen world with all its 
disappointments, temptations, and pain. Our students hear an array of messages from the surrounding 
culture: many different “solutions” promise happiness and fulfillment. But only God’s Word contains the 
true solution to the brokenness inside us and around us. We have the opportunity to present and dis-
play this solution, and it is our sincere hope that students will see the message of Scripture outshining 
the messages of our culture. We are convinced that only this true story will allow students to properly 
understand who we are, what went wrong with the world, and what the remedy is. 

Yet we often feel the need to be better equipped. We ourselves could use some guidance. We wonder 
how we can best present the Bible in a way that would draw our students toward Christ. How can we 
best nurture their faith? And how do we do this day after day? How do we turn the truth of a book as 
large and complex as the Bible into daily lessons that are both meaningful and age-appropriate? We 
want to move our students beyond mere knowledge of characters and events, but how do we connect 
all the pieces into a coherent whole? How can we tie all the daily lessons together into one compelling 
story that will become the true story guiding their entire lives?

Our Hope

Our hope with this curriculum is to provide teachers with just such a resource. We hope to help teach-
ers connect the pieces of the Old Testament and New Testament into one gripping story that tells the 
truth about ourselves, about this broken world, and about the redemption offered in Jesus. Many of us 
like this idea of connecting all the small stories of the Old Testament and New Testament into one big 
story, but we are unsure how to implement it. How exactly would you summarize the story of the whole 
Bible? How would it all tie into one plot—with rising action, resolution, and all those other elements that 
make up a story?  

This curriculum offers teachers a resource for bringing the many into one—the many events, many 
characters, many testimonies of God’s love into one plot that ties all the books of the Bible together. 
Having a structure on which to hang all the pieces of the Bible will help you turn eighty different les-
sons about God’s love into one compelling story of God’s love. It will help your students not to miss the 
forest for the trees. And it will help you teach in a way that shapes hearts and minds.
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Understanding the Bible as a Connected Whole

The second edition of this curriculum has been crafted around one unfolding plot, which you and your 
students can learn to narrate, illustrate, and retell to each other. We have told the Old Testament story 
as the best recent biblical scholarship has defined it: the story of a kingdom. We will see that through-
out Scripture, God the King has desired to establish a kingdom of holy people making the Earth a holy 
place.The Old Testament ended with God’s dream for holy people and holy place still unfulfilled. The 
project had been placed in the hands of Israel, a representative of all humanity. But the mission was 
left incomplete, with a record of unfaithfulness and rebellion in its place. The kingdom project was left 
hanging in the balance.

This is where students will enter the New Testament story—in Hope for God’s Kingdom students will 
learn to tie the events, people, and teachings of the New Testament back to the Old Testament story, 
where the plot was first set in motion. Specifically, they will learn to see why Jesus had to come, as the 
only hope for God’s kingdom.

Students will reenter the story of Israel, this time in first-century Palestine, where Israel remains in 
exile under the Roman Empire. The local scene is dominated by competing Jewish sects and Herodian 
kings, but over it all hangs the shadow of the Roman Empire—the last and greatest of all ancient king-
doms, the pagan empire that could make the whole world do its bidding. Somehow, through temple, 
law, and a coming messiah, the people of Israel hoped and longed for the overthrow of their pagan 
captors and the fulfillment of God’s promises to restore their nation. For it was through Israel’s restora-
tion that salvation would come to the rest of the world. 

It was amidst these national hopes and dreams that a prophet from Galilee—Jesus of Nazareth—came 
announcing good news: Israel’s redemption was coming! God would finally fulfill his promises for a 
kingdom of holy people and holy place. But the good news came with a jarring twist: God would indeed 
bring down Israel’s greatest enemy—not the Roman Empire, but the sin and rebellion that had caused 
Israel’s exile—an enemy that was still alive and well inside God’s people. 

Jesus announced the coming of God’s kingdom in a way that was unexpected and, often, unwelcome. 
He announced a very different kingdom from what anyone would have anticipated—a kingdom that 
welcomes enemies instead of crushing them, that exalts the lowly while rejecting the noble—a kingdom 
where conventional wisdom is turned on its head! It was to be a kingdom of paradox, led by the most 
unusual king ever seen in history: One who came as the servant of all, who came to conquer by dying. 

Students will see all the Old Testament themes of holy people and holy place coming together in Je-
sus. They will see Jesus fulfilling Israel’s mission by being the perfect holy person, who was righteous 
in every way that Israel had failed. They will learn to see Jesus as the perfect holy place, the temple 
where God and humanity could finally commune, only because of a cleansing sacrifice. They will see 
Jesus’ great act of redemption as a new exodus, bringing God’s people out of their slavery to sin and 
the forces of evil. 

Encouraging Head, Heart, and Hands

This curriculum directs students to move beyond merely knowing about God’s kingdom to participating 
in God’s kingdom. Since true faith involves the whole person—the head, heart, and hands—we have 
designed each lesson to involve components of knowledge, conviction, and living. We believe that 
when students truly grasp the beauty of God’s kingdom, their hearts will be stirred, and they will desire 
to use their lives in service to it. 
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The story of God’s kingdom being established here on Earth stirs our hearts because it is an epic tale 
of good versus evil. It contains all the elements of suspense, heartbreak, violence, betrayal, and love 
that make for the best film or novel. Teens will be challenged and compelled by the radical nature of 
the kingdom. They will encounter a God who is not just a friend who helps us in our troubles, but a king 
who created us and makes demands of us. He is not content to let us lead comfortable lives, focused 
on fulfilling our dreams. Rather, he conscripts us into the service of his kingdom, fulfilling God's plan 
for the world. He will not settle for half our hearts. He is intent on turning our lives upside down and 
reorienting them around his kingdom. The radical nature of what we will encounter disrupts our neat 
categories and compels a fresh hearing. 

The story of God’s kingdom not only stirs our hearts but also moves our hands to action. Students will 
see that God gave us an important mission to spread his kingdom here on Earth. We each have the 
high status of being commissioned by the King to carry out his purposes. How we use our time and our 
talents is of great importance because we can either have influence for eternity as we build up an ever-
lasting kingdom—or we can live only for ourselves. Our actions are significant. The message of God’s 
kingdom changes how we live.

We hope that the truth of Scripture will move from students’ minds into their hearts, leading them to 
embrace Jesus Christ and producing lives of joyful service and obedience.

The Task of the Teacher

If we desire students to become excited about knowing and living out the Bible’s truths, it is important 
that teachers demonstrate and model this same passion themselves. When it comes to engaging 
students, your own enthusiasm does as much as or more than the written material. That is why it is 
important for us to attend to our own spiritual lives—our own walk with the Lord, our own study of the 
Word, our own participation in the church—because it is difficult to give to others what we ourselves 
are not experiencing. 

How do we maintain the sort of spiritual vibrancy that will overflow into our teaching? Philippians 
2:12–13 instructs us to “continue to work out” our salvation, for “it is God who works in you.” We must 
exercise ourselves in our faith, all the while asking and relying on the Holy Spirit to work in us. Prayer 
is vital to anyone teaching God’s Word; we need the Lord to help us understand, teach, and live out 
Scripture in a way that points students toward Christ. Yet even when we fail to be the teachers we de-
sire to be, we should be reassured that God’s grace works in and through our weakness. He can use 
even our imperfect attempts to work in students’ lives.

The teacher also has the task of creating a classroom environment where learning can take place 
effectively. Classroom dynamics can either enhance or detract from the effectiveness of the material. 
We must direct students’ behavior toward reflecting the biblical truths we teach. The classroom should 
be a place where everyone is treated with respect and love, because the Bible tells us that all people 
are made in God’s image. It should be a place where humility and openness to correction are dem-
onstrated because we know that all of us have been broken by the Fall. The classroom should be a 
place of grace and hope, because nothing is outside the reach of God’s redemption. Teachers play an 
important role in overseeing and directing these classroom dynamics.

Curriculum Implementation Suggestions

In this second edition of Hope for God’s Kingdom, teachers will find that they are asked to serve less 
as lecturers and more as facilitators of learning as students engage the material in a variety of formats. 
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Lessons have been updated to involve more student participation, making the classroom an environ-
ment of discussion, small group discovery, and personal reflection.

As you explore the Teacher Guide, you will find that lessons follow this format: 

1. The Bridge builds anticipation for the lesson’s objective by introducing a question or idea, often 
tapping into students’ prior knowledge. Teachers are encouraged to incorporate additional review 
of material, linking the lesson’s objective to the larger framework. 

2. The Scripture Link is a teacher-guided time of learning; teacher and students work through 
notes, activities, or discussion centered on the lesson objective.

3. The Student Activities are more student-oriented, asking the teacher to do more facilitating by 
circulating among students working independently or in small groups to extend the material. 

4. The Student Textbook (or Independent Practice) portion can be done at the end of class or be 
assigned for homework. The reading will reinforce and extend the main ideas from the lesson as 
well as give an opportunity to think through questions that follow.

5. The Looking Ahead section presents the scriptural focus of the next lesson; teachers are encour-
aged to assign this as student reading outside of class.

6. The Enrichment section provides cross-curricular ideas for additional activities based on similar 
themes and concepts taught in the lesson.

Assessment is provided at the end of each unit in the form of a unit review and unit exam. Teachers 
are encouraged to find ways to include daily review of key ideas and add informal or formal assess-
ment to daily lessons according to the needs of students. The Enrichment section often gives ideas for 
projects, quizzes, or essay assignments.

Teacher Preparation is given at the beginning of each lesson through an opening note, lesson high-
lights, and background information. Teachers are also encouraged to read the student text during their 
preparation, as the text reinforces the classroom objective, offering some extended content. Feel free 
to incorporate additional content from the text during class time.

Student Textbook. An important change in this second edition is that the student textbook is used to 
reinforce ideas rather than to introduce them. The textbook is intended to be utilized after the class-
room lesson either as an extension activity during class or as homework.

Kingdom Video and Chart  are intended to help teachers review the major themes of this curriculum 
throughout the year, whenever opportunity arises. These tools will help you connect any given lesson 
or unit into the larger structure of God’s kingdom. 

Pacing. This second edition intentionally has fewer lessons to allow the teacher more flexibility in how 
to implement them. Teachers can stretch lessons over two classroom periods when necessary. 
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Scope and Sequence Overview

Unit Lesson Reference

  Unit 1 
Setting the Stage

1. The Plot Hung in Suspense Various passages
2. Approaching First-Century Palestine Daniel 2  
3. Politics and Geography in Palestine  Matthew 2  
4. Religious Groups in Palestine  Matthew 16:1–12  
5. Cultural Setting in Palestine John 2:1–12
6. Preparing to Read the New Testament 3 John 

Unit 2 
The King Arrives!

1. The King Is Born! Luke 1:26–56, 2
2. Jesus Relives Israel's Story Matthew 3–4:11
3. Early Ministry: A Different Kind of 

Leader  Mark 1:14—3:34  

4. The Ethics of the Kingdom Matthew 5–7  
5. The Signs of the Kingdom John 6
6. The Secrets of the Kingdom Matthew 13:1–52  
7. A Kingdom for Jews and Gentiles Matthew 8:5–13, 10:1–20, 15:21–28
8. The Church: A Kingdom Community Matthew 18  

9. A Suffering King? Mark 8:27—10:31  

Unit 3 
The King Accomplishes  

Redemption

1. Tensions Rising: Jesus and the Jewish 
Leaders John 7—8:59 

2. Reaching a Breaking Point John 9—11:53  
3. Arriving in Jerusalem: A Triumphal 

Entry? Luke 19:28—20:47

4. Jesus and the Temple Mark 11
5. Jesus Foretells Coming Judgment Matthew 24:1–25, 42–46
6. A Feast for the New Exodus Exodus 12, Luke 22:7–37
7. Jesus' Arrest and Trial Matthew 26—27:26 
8. Jesus' Crucifixion Mark 15:16–41, John 19:16–42
9. The Resurrection: Victory over Death Luke 24, John 20
10. Ascending to the Father Matthew 28:18–20, Acts 1:1–11

Unit 4 
The Gospels: Four Portraits of 

Jesus

1. Introduction to the Gospels  Matthew 8:1–4, Mark 1:40–45, Luke 
5:12–16  

2. Matthew: Jesus, the Jewish Messiah  Matthew 1:1–17  
3. Mark: Jesus the Servant  Mark 1:1–13  
4. Mark: The Disciples Fail to Understand  Mark 6:30–56  
5. Luke: Jesus Ministers to Outcasts  Luke 1
6. Luke: Unique Stories and Parables  Luke 10:25—11:13; 16; 18:1–30
7. John: Eternal Life in the Word  John 1:1–18  
8. John: Witnesses Testify to Jesus  John 1:19—4:54  
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Unit 5 
Acts: The Church Spreads Christ's 

Kingdom

1. The Church Is Commissioned Acts 1
2. The Church Is Empowered Acts 2 
3. The Church Faces Obstacles Acts 3–6:7  
4. The Church Is Persecuted Acts 6:8—8:3 
5. The Church Spreads to Judea and 

Samaria  Acts 8:4–40  

6. The Church Gains an Apostle Acts 9  
7. Gathering in the Gentiles Acts 10–12 
8. The Church Spreads into the Roman 

Empire Acts 13–15:35  

9. The Church Spreads beyond Asia Minor  Acts 15:36—18:22  
10. Strengthening the Church Acts 18:23—21:16 
11. Paul's Unlikely Path to Rome  Acts 21:17—26:32  
12. Paul's Unlikely Witness Acts 27–28  

Unit 6 
The Epistles: The Church as a 

New People
 

1. The Epistles and the Canon 2 Peter 1:12–21
2. Preparing to Read the Epistles 1 John 1–5 
3. Structuring the Letters Various passages
4. Words for the First Century and Today 1 Timothy 5, Titus 2, Colossians 2
5. Ephesians: The Church of the Triune 

God Ephesians 1 

6. Ephesians: The Church Body  Ephesians 2
7. Ephesians: The Calling of the Church  Ephesians 3  
8. Ephesians: The Church in Action Ephesians 4—5:20  
9. Ephesians: Personal Relationships 

within the Church  Ephesians 5:21—6:9  

10. Ephesians: The Church in Conflict  Ephesians 6:10–24  

Unit 7 
Revelation: A Coming King and a 

New Earth

1. Revelation: An Introduction  Revelation 1  
2. Revelation: The Seven Churches  Revelation 2–3  
3. Interpreting Revelation Revelation 4–8:1  
4. Judgment on Christ's Enemies Revelation 17–19
5. A New Earth Revelation 21–22  
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CSI Bible Student Outcomes

Grades K–8 Grades 9–12

1. Students know key Bible characters, events, and themes and are able to connect them.

Retell Bible stories and organize stories, characters, events, and eras 
in sequential order.

Retell Bible stories and organize stories, characters, events, and 
eras in sequential order.

Explain relationships between closely related characters and/or 
events.

Explain relationships between closely and distantly related charac-
ters and/or events.

Know that broader themes such as salvation, covenant, and God’s 
kingdom connect the stories of the Bible.

Know that broader themes such as salvation, covenant, and God’s 
kingdom connect the stories of the Bible.
Arrange these broader themes themselves into an organized, 
branching structure, with God’s kingdom as the broadest category 
and the other themes as subcategories.

Know that the biblical story unfolded through the stages of Creation, 
Fall, and redemption.

Explain how God’s kingdom unfolded through the stages of Creation, 
Fall, and redemption. Describe how redemption itself unfolded in 
stages.
Tie specific characters and events to the appropriate stage of Cre-
ation, Fall, or phase of redemption.

Understand that Jesus fulfills the Old Testament and give examples 
of distinct prophecies or distinct roles he fulfills.

Understand that Jesus fulfills the Old Testament and give examples 
of distinct prophecies or distinct roles he fulfills.
Explain that Jesus fulfills not only distinct pieces of the Old Testa-
ment but also the overarching plot itself, centering on the history of 
humanity and of Israel.

Know that the Old Testament focuses on the nation of Israel and 
identify the stages in Israel’s history.

Identify how God’s kingdom plan advanced as Israel grew from be-
ing a wandering people group to a settled nation to finally a unified 
kingdom under David.
Explain why Israel’s decline into a divided kingdom and then a con-
quered and scattered people group represented a devastating failure 
in the mission of God’s kingdom.

Tell the story of the whole Bible at a basic level. Tell the story of the whole Bible at a more complex level.

 2. Students read the Bible in its historical and cultural context.

Understand that Scripture is fully divine. Explain and defend the Bible 
as the infallible Word of God, for all times and places.

Understand that Scripture is fully divine. Explain and defend the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God, for all times and places.

Know that the Holy Spirit inspired human authors. Understand that Scripture is also fully human. Explain and defend 
the importance of the original human author and audience.

Identify key authors of Scripture (Moses, David, Paul, John, etc.). Identify key authors of Scripture (Moses, David, Paul, John, etc.).

Know key facts about the lives and historical contexts of these 
authors.

Know extended facts about the lives and historical contexts of these 
authors as well as the audiences to whom they wrote.
Practice finding the original meaning of a passage by asking what 
the original author was trying to teach his original audience.

Explain the basic chronology of the history of God’s people. Explain a more detailed chronology of the history of God’s people.
Know how historical empires, events, and figures affected the story of 
God’s people.

Know how historical empires, events, and figures affected the story 
of God’s people.

Describe ancient Near Eastern religious practices. Describe ancient Near Eastern culture with greater depth, including 
religious, social, political, and economic dimensions.

Use various reference materials appropriately for the sake of histori-
cal research (maps, study Bibles, concordances, online tools, etc.).

Use various reference materials appropriately for the sake of histori-
cal research (maps, study Bibles, concordances, online tools, etc.).
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 3. Students read the Bible in its literary context.

Identify the divisions of Scripture into Pentateuch, history, Gospels, 
Epistles, etc.

Identify the divisions of Scripture into Pentateuch, history, Gospels, 
Epistles, etc.
Link key events in Israel’s history to the book or section where they 
are described.

Recite the books of the Old and New Testaments in order. Recite the books of the Old and New Testaments in order.

Know the basic genres of literature included in Scripture. Identify extended types of literature in the Bible, including narrative, 
proverb, poetic dialogue, psalms, prophecy, etc.

Know the characteristics of various genres. Know the characteristics of various genres.

Begin using knowledge of genre characteristics to identify and ana-
lyze a passage.

Apply principles of interpretation for various genres at an extended 
level. Identify changes of genre within a passage.
Analyze the use of imagery and parallelism in Hebrew poetry. Identify 
idioms used in Hebrew narrative. Explain the complex ways in which 
prophetic literature can speak of future events.

4. Students understand the importance of geography to the biblical story.

Identify key geographic features of the ancient Near Eastern and 
Mediterranean world.

Identify key geographic features of the ancient Near Eastern and 
Mediterranean world.

Describe the impact of geography on Bible stories.

Describe the importance of land and place in the ancient world and 
in the Bible’s kingdom theology. Tie the concept of “holy place” to 
Creation, Fall, and redemption.
Explain the connections Scripture draws between various holy places 
(Eden, Canaan, temple, heaven).
Understand and defend that God’s plan of redemption involves 
physical, not just spiritual, realities.

5. Students understand what the Bible teaches about God.

Explain the work of God as both Creator and Redeemer. Explain the work of God as both Creator and Redeemer.

Identify the attributes of God revealed in a particular story, whether 
holiness, love, justice, etc.

Identify the attributes of God revealed in a particular story, whether 
holiness, love, justice, etc.
Explain the primary images the Bible uses for God and their signifi-
cance in the ancient world.

Know that God’s character is unchanging throughout the pages of 
Scripture.

Explain and defend that God’s character is unchanging throughout 
Scripture, whether Old or New Testament.

Explain that God is gracious and loving but that he is also holy and 
requires our obedience.

Explain that God is gracious and loving but that he is also holy and 
requires our obedience.
Explain that God’s covenants with humanity involve elements of both 
blessing and responsibility. Identify components of grace, as well as 
requirements of loyalty in each of his covenants.

6. Students understand what the Bible teaches about humanity.

Describe that God created humanity to be his image-bearers. 
Describe that God created humanity to be his image-bearers.
Explain the ancient and royal connotations behind God's creation of 
humanity in his image, and explain the role God envisioned for them. 

Explain how sin has alienated people from God, creation, others, and 
themselves.

Explain how sin has alienated people from God, creation, others, and 
themselves.

Explain how God has worked to restore humanity to a right relation-
ship with him, with creation, with others, and with themselves.

Explain how God has worked to restore humanity to a right relation-
ship with him, with creation, with others, and with themselves.

Identify the offices of prophets, priests, and kings throughout Scrip-
ture, as well as examples of individuals called to those offices. 

Identify the offices of prophets, priests, and kings throughout Scrip-
ture, as well as examples of individuals called to those offices. 
Connect the general calling of all humans as prophets, priests, and 
kings to the particularized, heightened offices of prophet, priest, and 
king. 
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7. Students understand what the Bible teaches about creation.

Identify that God created all things good, including this physical 
world.

Identify that God created all things good, including this physical 
world.

Explain humanity's responsibility to care for God’s creation as 
stewards.

Explain humanity's responsibility to care for God’s creation as stew-
ards.
Explain humanity's responsibility to enhance creation by making 
culture.  

Identify how creation was distorted because of the Fall. Identify how both creation and culture have been distorted because 
of the Fall.

Explain that God's redemption extends to creation as well as to 
humanity.

Explain that God's redemption extends to creation as well as to 
humanity.
Contrast Scripture's promise of humanity dwelling on a renewed 
Earth with the idea of dwelling forever in a heavenly spirit-world. 
Narrate the story of Scripture, ending with God's dwelling coming 
down to a new creation.

8. Students draw from Scripture an entire framework or Christian worldview for approaching every issue.

Explain how Scripture answers the basic human questions: Where 
did we come from? What went wrong? What is the remedy? 

Explain how Scripture answers the basic human questions: Where 
did we come from? What went wrong? What is the remedy? 
Narrate and illustrate the Bible's overarching story for others.

Be familiar with the framework of Creation, Fall, and redemption. Apply the framework of Creation, Fall, and redemption to questions 
raised by culture.

Use biblical teaching to examine cultural values and practices.
Use biblical teaching to examine cultural values and practices.
Discern the principles that biblical authors taught their ancient audi-
ence and apply them appropriately to our modern world. 

9. Students apply biblical teaching to their hearts and lives.

Understand that salvation is a free gift, something we can never 
merit. 

Understand that salvation is a free gift, something we can never 
merit. 

Understand that sanctification is the ongoing process of becoming 
more like our Savior. 

Understand that sanctification is the ongoing process of becoming 
more like our Savior. 

Identify personal practices conducive to a growing relationship with 
Jesus.

Identify, discuss, and apply personal practices conducive to a grow-
ing relationship with Jesus.

Understand what God values and what he desires for humanity.

Understand that what God values and what he desires for humanity 
are expressed in his law. 
Explain how God’s law can be summarized in ten, and ultimately in 
two, commandments. Explain how these serve as the basis for ethi-
cal living. 

Respect and love themselves and others as being created in God’s 
image and thus having great significance.

Respect and love themselves and others as being created in God’s 
image and thus having great significance.

Apply biblical learning to both our actions and the attitudes of our 
hearts.

Apply biblical learning to both our actions and the attitudes of our 
hearts.

Consider ways we might serve others better. Consider ways we might serve others better. 
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Unit 1

Setting the Stage

Unit Summary
1. The Plot Hung in Suspense Various passages
2. Approaching First-Century Palestine Daniel 2
3. Politics and Geography in Palestine Matthew 2
4. Religious Groups in Palestine Matthew 16:1–12
5. Cultural Setting in Palestine John 2:1–12
6. Preparing to Read the New Testament 3 John

Unit Highlights
 �Jesus came to fulfill the Old Testament plot centering on the kingdom of God being established here on Earth. 
 � Israel failed to establish God’s kingdom and spread it to other nations.
 �Jesus proclaimed that he was ushering in God’s kingdom. 
 �Jesus came as an Israelite to redeem scattered, exiled Israel. 
 �The people of Israel were under the dominion of the Roman Empire, a pagan nation. 
 �Persia had controlled Palestine at the close of the Old Testament, but the Greeks and then the Romans gained 
control during intertestamental times.
 �Palestine had a period of independence after the Maccabean revolt, a defining moment in Jewish history. 
 �Jesus was born during the Pax Romana, a time of peace under Caesar Augustus.
 �Greek was the universal language at that time.
 �Palestine was small, but its location was important. Its economy was largely based on agriculture.
 �The New Testament was written to record the testimony about Jesus and to encourage churches in continuing 
the mission he had given them. 
 �The New Testament books can be divided into histories, letters, and prophecy.
 �The more we know of the historical background to the New Testament, the better equipped we will be to find its 
meaning. 
 �The entire New Testament was authored during the time of the Roman Empire.

Background
This opening unit seeks to tie the New Testament story back to the Old Testament story. Since the Old Testament 
makes up 75 percent of Scripture, we must review the plot that was already in motion in order to understand why 
Jesus had to come. We will be reminded that the Old Testament story centers on the kingdom of God being es-
tablished here on Earth. God had commissioned humanity with filling the Earth with holy people and turning it into 
a holy place, making it his kingdom. After humanity rebelled against God’s kingly rule, he nevertheless created a 
plan of redemption centering on the nation of Israel. The Old Testament tells the story of Israel: the small, repre-
sentative group that was to be God’s new holy people, living in a new holy place and spreading God’s glory to the 
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rest of the world. It is this project that was left hanging in the balance because of Israel’s failure to remain faithful to 
God. We must see that Jesus came as the answer to the question: How will Israel—and through Israel, all hu-
manity—be redeemed? The rest of the curriculum will answer that very question as we unfold how Jesus brought 
Israel’s mission to completion and then passed it on to his followers, the church. Through Jesus, God’s kingdom 
has finally come to Earth. 

This opening unit also gives students the tools for a deeper study of the New Testament by providing them with the 
literary and historic context of the New Testament. Students will begin by examining the New Testament’s literary 
background, learning when the books were written, how to best interpret them, which genres they include, etc. Stu-
dents will then gain historical background leading up to a study of the Gospels. They will learn about the rise of the 
Greek and Roman empires during the intertestamental period and see how God used these empires to prepare the 
world for the coming of his Son. Students will then focus more intently on Palestine, learning about its geography, 
history, culture, and the people who lived there. Special attention will be paid to Jewish religious groups.
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Bible Reference: Various passages

Lesson Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to review the Old Testa-
ment story, which has been hanging in suspense during 
the intertestamental times. Students will see that the 
New Testament functions as the completion of the Old 
Testament story of God’s kingdom. Students will be 
reminded that the Old Testament plot centered on the 
nation of Israel as God’s plan of redemption.

Lesson Highlights
* The Old Testament, making up 75 percent of Scrip-

ture, lays out the plot of the biblical story. The New 
Testament records the resolution to this plot. 

* In order to understand why Jesus had to come, we 
must understand what had been set in motion in the 
Old Testament.

* The biblical story centers on the kingdom of God be-
ing established here on Earth. 

* God created the world to be his kingdom and gave 
humanity the role of spreading his kingdom. 

* Humanity fell into sin and spread destruction instead 
of God’s kingdom. 

* God chose to redeem humanity through the people 
of Israel. 

* Israel was to be God’s new holy people, living in a 
new holy place and spreading redemption to the rest 
of the world.

Preparation/Materials
 ü Teacher resource sheet, see page 45 (electronic 
copy available at www.csionline.org/high_school_bi-
ble_resources)

 ü Kingdom of God video clip handout, one per stu-
dent

 ü Kingdom Diagram video clip, www.csionline.org/
high_school_bible_resources

 ü Old Testament Story handout, one per student

Background
We often study the Old Testament separately from 
the New Testament, but this approach involves some 
pitfalls. We too often easily lose sight of the overarch-
ing narrative that connects the two and overlook how 
the Old Testament plot propels us forward into the New 
Testament. We would rarely stop a movie at the height 
of suspense, just before the resolution. But we often do 
this with our study of Scripture. Or perhaps the problem 
is that we don’t see the Bible as one large story with 
one unified plot, the way we do with other stories and 
movies. We know that Jesus came to fulfill certain sym-
bols or promises from the Old Testament, but not how 
he came to fulfill the entire Old Testament itself. We 
focus on the few pieces of the Old Testament that we 
know Jesus fulfilled—the animal sacrifices, the priest-
hood, etc.—but we aren’t clear how to connect Jesus 
with the Book of Leviticus or how to connect the Book 
of Leviticus with all the other Old Testament books. We 
lack a meta-narrative (overarching story) to tie all the 
smaller stories together. 

This New Testament curriculum builds on CSI’s Old 
Testament curriculum, God’s Unfolding Kingdom, and 
continues the same overarching story begun in that ma-
terial. This lesson will review the Old Testament story of 
God’s plan to build a kingdom here on this Earth. This 
plan for a glorious kingdom began at Creation, when 
God told humanity to multiply and have dominion over 
the Earth, filling the world with holy people and mak-
ing it a holy place. The plan appeared to be over when 
humanity rebelled against God, but God in his grace 
began a work of redemption. He called one particular 
family—Abraham’s family—to be his redeemed, holy 
people once again living in a holy place. This nation of 
Israel was then supposed to spread redemption beyond 
the land of Canaan, so that all nations would hear and 
be brought to the Lord (Genesis 12:3).

But unfortunately, Israel proved to reflect the rest of 
humanity. Even with all the opportunities they had been 
given to be forgiven of their sins and enjoy a covenantal 
relationship with God, Israel repeatedly turned away 
from God, like an adulterous spouse. They didn’t just 
“commit sins”; they abandoned their relationship with 
God. Israel, the hope of salvation for the rest of the 

Lesson 1 

The Plot Hung in Suspense
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world, ended in failure and exile. Was God’s plan of redemption over? The last Old Testa-
ment prophets promised that God still had a plan for Israel, but how that plot would be 
resolved was left hanging in suspense.

Lesson Steps
Bridge

1. Explain that this year we have the exciting task of studying the New Testament. 
2. Open these questions for discussion: 

• The New Testament seems to be the part of the Bible that Christians feel most 
comfortable with. Why do you think that is? (Answers will vary.)

• What percentage of the Bible do you think the New Testament makes up? (Allow 
guesses.) 

3. Explain that the New Testament makes up the last 25 percent of Scripture, while 
three-fourths of the Bible’s story is in the Old Testament. 

4. Let’s compare that to a two-hour movie. If you missed the first 75 percent of a movie 
and saw only the last 25 percent, how much of the movie did you miss? (You missed 
the first hour and a half and only caught the last 30 minutes.) Would you understand 
the ending very well? (No, it wouldn’t be very meaningful.) 

5. Explain that, similarly, we’re not going to understand the New Testament well if we 
don’t know the Old Testament. Just as a movie has a plot and then a resolution, so 
the Old Testament lays out the Bible’s plot and the New Testament lays out the reso-
lution: Jesus.

10

As we begin a study of the New Testament, 
one of the first things we notice is how much 
shorter the New Testament is than the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament, with about 
23,000 verses, makes up roughly 75 per-
cent of Scripture, while the New Testament 
accounts for just 25 percent. So the New 
Testament is the ending to a much longer 
story. The Old Testament lays out the plot; 
the New Testament provides the resolution. 
Or, to use a different analogy, the Old Testa-
ment establishes the rules of the game and 
sets the game into motion; the New Testa-
ment explains how Jesus completed the 
game and won the victory. That is why this 
New Testament text continually refers to the 
Old Testament—because we cannot under-
stand the full significance of Jesus until we 
understand all that he came to fulfill. 

Recall where the Old Testament story left 
off. In God’s Unfolding Kingdom, we learned 
of God’s plan to establish his kingdom here 
on Earth. This plan began at Creation, when 
God made this world as a reflection of his 
heavenly throne room. God wanted the 
Earth to be a holy place, like his heavenly 
temple. God also wanted humanity to be a 
holy people, reflecting him by ruling over the 
Earth. God’s first instructions to humanity 
were to multiply holy people and spread holy 
place by ruling over the Earth as he would 
(Genesis 1:28).

But Genesis 3 explains that, tragically, 
humanity chose to rebel against God and 
his mission. Adam and Eve chose to reject 
God’s rule; when they did, they were no 
longer holy people, and they were no longer 
able to live in Eden in close communion 
with God. They spread sin and destruction 
and brought God’s curse on the Earth. Even 
nature experienced destruction and decay. 

Lesson 1 

The Plot Hung in Suspense

Hellenism and the Spread 
of Christianity
In the wake of his conquests, 
Alexander the Great ushered in the 
distinct culture called Hellenism. This 
Greek culture was welcomed, as 
many were impressed with the Greek 
thinkers, artists, and achievements. 
This influence meant a universal 
language—Greek—and safe roads 
for travel, two things that aided in the 
spread of the gospel. The spread of 
Hellenism was so vast that all Jews 
would have been influenced by it to 
differing degrees.

The influence of Hellenism was also 
seen in theology. Greek philosophers 
often focused on the individual—the 
human is the highest authority. One 
school of thought taught that the 
physical was evil and the spirit was 
good. If the physical was evil, then 
Jesus could not be fully human and 
fully God and there can be no resur-
rection of the dead. Belief in one God 
was a foreign idea, as the Greeks 
were accepting of many other 
religions and gods. These common 
beliefs of the day greatly contradicted 
the message Jesus brought. The 
good news is that God allowed the 
culture of the day to spread the mes-
sage of salvation but not to change 
the message.
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Nevertheless, God graciously committed 
to a plan to redeem humanity. He was not 
ready to give up on us. God’s plan was to 
separate a small rescue group from the 
rest of the world: a people he would call 
Israel. God began this plan of redemption 
with Abraham (Genesis 12). He promised to 
make Abraham into a new nation and to give 
him the land of Canaan. God’s purpose was 
to once again have a holy people living in a 
holy place so that they would then multiply 
and spread God’s kingdom over the Earth. 
Abraham’s descendants—Israel—were to 
be a blessing to all humanity.

Throughout the Old Testament, God poured 
his energies into loving and training Israel 
so that they would be effective agents in 
spreading redemption to the rest of the 
world. He gave them prophets, his law, a 
sacrificial system, a priesthood, a royal line, 
and holy places such as the temple. But, 
unfortunately, the Israelites did not live up 
to their calling as God’s special agents. 
Instead, they eventually became just as de-
filed as the surrounding pagan nations. They 
proved to have rebellious hearts like the first 
humans. Instead of helping the overall hu-
man situation, they piled more sin onto the 
Earth. 

After many at-
tempts to bring 
Israel to re-
pentance, God 
finally punished 
his unholy people. 
He allowed foreign 
nations such as 
Assyria and Baby-
lonia to conquer 
and scatter them. 
Israel was undone 
as a nation. They 
could no longer 
live together as 
a group or dwell 
in their land. The 

Unit 1
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suffering inflicted by their conquerors was 
often terrible. The Old Testament prophets 
lamented the fate of their nation. But they 
were concerned not only with their own suf-
fering but with the fate of the world. If even 
the rescue group has now failed, what will 
become of God’s plan of redemption? Are 
his promises void? 

This is where we enter the story of the 
New Testament. The first-century Jews 
who continue to believe in God’s promises 
are waiting for God to redeem Israel—and 
through Israel, the world. They are waiting 
for God’s kingdom to finally be established 
in a powerful way. 

Reflection Questions

1. Why can’t we just stick to a study of the 
New Testament? Why will the lessons 
keep going back to the Old Testament?

2. Why did God focus his efforts on just one 
nation (Israel) for the majority of the Old 
Testament? 

3. Why was Israel’s exile such a devastating 
event for believing Israelites?

Lesson 1 | The Plot Hung in Suspense

Israelite captives being brought into Babylon.
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Unit 1

Scripture Link
1. Review students’ knowledge of the Old Testament’s big story, from God’s Unfolding Plan. When 

we studied the Old Testament we learned to put all its stories together into one big story. What 
key terms did we use to summarize that story? (God’s kingdom, holy people, holy place.) You 
may use the teacher resource sheet to guide your review.

2. Ask students to explain that further. (God has always wanted this Earth to be a holy place full of 
holy people. He wants to rule over holy people as their king.) 

3. Distribute the Kingdom of God video clip handout. Encourage students to take additional notes 
or record additional labels other than those required. 

4. Play the Kingdom Diagram video clip (csionline.org/high_school_bible_resources), stopping 
when the New Testament portion begins. 

5. Using the teacher key, discuss key concepts from the video clip. Make sure students understand 
what the images and diagrams convey. 

Student Activities
1. Distribute The Old Testament Story handout. 
2. Explain that we want to review the story of the Old Testament, taking the ideas from the video 

clip but rephrasing them in our own words. Just as every story has a beginning, middle, and end, 
so we need to recap the beginning, middle, and end of the Old Testament story. 

3. Guide students through a discussion focused on completing the handout. 
4. You may want to tie in “holy people” and “holy place” themes at these points of Israel’s history: 

• Start of Israel: God made a covenant with Abraham, promising him holy people (descendants) 
and a holy place (Canaan). 

• Slope upward (as Israel is being established and reaching its height): 
a. The exodus—God rescued Israel from Egypt and led them to Canaan (the Holy Land).
b. The conquest—God gave Israel the land of Canaan to be his holy place. 
c. Prophets—God revealed himself and his plan of salvation through Moses and other holy 

prophets. 

Name: Unit 1 Lesson 1

Kingdom of God Video Notes

1. 2.

3. 4. 5.

= holy place
Key:

= sin= holy people = exile

God Creates a 
Kingdom

God Gives a Mission

Fall into Sin God Chooses Israel Israelites Sent into 
Exile
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d. Priests—God set up a system of sacrifices administered by holy priests so that Israel could 
be forgiven. 

e. Kings—God set up a royal line through the house of David so that Israel would have a holy 
king to help them advance God’s kingdom. 

f. Height: The reign of David and Solomon was the highest point in Israel’s history; its fame 
was starting to spread to other nations. The temple was established as God’s holy place.

• Slope downward: 
a. Solomon and Israel’s other kings turned away from God. 
b. The nation turned to idol worship; they didn’t just “sin”—they abandoned their relationship 

with God.
c. The Israelites were no longer holy people, and Canaan was no longer a holy place, so God 

punished them through exile (invasion and scattering). 
• Ending: Israelites were living in exile, scattered throughout pagan empires. Some (not all) 

Israelites believed in God’s promises and were waiting for God to rescue them as the prophets 
foretold.

Independent Practice
1. Have students read The Plot Hung in Suspense (page 10) in the student text and answer the 

reflection questions.
1. Why can’t we just stick to a study of the New Testament? Why will the lessons keep going 

back to the Old Testament? (Since the Old Testament makes up 75 percent of Scripture, it 
lays out the plot. We can’t really understand or value the resolution without knowing the plot. 
Similarly, we cannot understand Jesus until we understand what he came to fulfill.)

Name: Unit 1 Lesson 1

The Old Testament Story

Can you summarize each stage of the plot with just a word or two? 

Middle

Beginning End

Creation

Israel

Israel’s Exile

Conflict

The Fall

Now expand to a paragraph explanation. 
Where in Scripture is each 
piece found?

Beginning. Describe the beginning of the Old Testament story.

Genesis
When God created the world, it was perfect. God created hu-
mans to be in relationship with him so that they would glorify 
and enjoy him. He also commissioned them to act as kings over 
creation and spread his kingdom all over the Earth by multiply-
ing holy people and spreading holy place. 
Conflict. How were conflict and trouble brought into the Old Testament 
story?

Genesis 3

Conflict entered the story when Adam and Eve chose to rebel 
against God so they could be their own lords. They were no 
longer holy people, and they were no longer able to live in Eden, 
God’s holy place. Instead of spreading God’s kingdom, they 
spread sin and destruction around the Earth. But God did not 
give up on his plan. 
Middle/End. What happened in the middle and end of the story?

Rest of Genesis all the way 
through Malachi

The rest of the Old Testament is about God’s plan of redemption 
through Israel.

Complete the plot below to show the middle and end of the Old Testament Story.

What was the highest point in Israel’s history? 

Abraham

Reigns of David and Solomon

Turning away from God

What was the start of Israel? 

How did the Old 
Testament end? 

What led to Israel’s slide 
downward? 

With Israel in exile
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2. Why did God focus his efforts on just one nation (Israel) for the majority of the Old Testament? 
(Israel was God’s plan for redeeming humanity. They were to be the “rescue group”—God 
chose them out of the rest of the world so that they would be different and holy, and so others 
would see this and be drawn in. God wanted them to restart his kingdom of holy people living 
in a holy place. They were to spread around the Earth and bring the news of redemption to all 
nations.)

3. Why was Israel’s exile such a devastating event for believing Israelites? (God seemed to have 
undone his work for Israel. They lost their status as a nation and lost their land. It wasn’t just 
Israel’s fate but the world’s fate that was devastating. What would become of God’s plan of 
redemption? How would his promises be fulfilled?)

Looking Ahead
Have students read Daniel 2 in preparation for Lesson 2.

Enrichment
 �Have students outline the covenants that God made with his people in the Old Testament through 
Abraham, Moses, and David. Ask them to record the role that each covenant played in moving the 
Old Testament story forward. They can also record the blessings and the responsibilities communi-
cated in each covenant. 
 �Discuss with students their personal study of the Bible. Do they regularly read the Bible on their 
own? What portions do they avoid? Have them brainstorm ways that they could improve their devo-
tional life and gain more from Scripture, sharing any practices that have helped them personally. 
 �Literature. Ask students to review the elements of plot (setting, conflict, rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution, etc.) and the purpose of each. Then allow students to brainstorm in groups what 
each element of the Bible’s plot might be (the setting was Creation, the conflict was the Fall, etc.). 
Discuss the groups’ ideas as a class.

Unit 1
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Bible Reference: Daniel 2

Lesson Objective
Students will be introduced to the empires that ruled 
Israel between the Old and New Testaments, incorpo-
rating Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue (represent-
ing the empires coming after Babylonia). Students will 
see how God used historical events to advance his 
purposes and to prepare the world for the coming of his 
Son, Jesus.

Lesson Highlights
* God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar, as Daniel inter-

preted his dream, that four kingdoms would arise 
after Babylon fell. 

* The kingdoms following Babylonia would be Per-
sia, Greece, Rome, and then the greatest of all, the 
kingdom of God. 

* Jesus would come to Earth to usher in God’s king-
dom during the time of the Roman Empire.

Preparation/Materials
 ü Intertestamental Period handout, one per student
 ü A Dream of Five Kingdoms handout, one per 
student

 ü Visual of A Dream of Five Kingdoms handout 
(optional)

Background
There had been much conflict in Palestine in the years 
before Jesus’ birth. The Maccabees had rebelled against 
their Greek Seleucid rulers, reacting violently against the 
desecration of the temple and other rules that were not 
in keeping with the Jewish faith.

The Jews longed to be free from foreign, pagan rule. 
The Jewish people were united in their distrust of Rome, 
but they were allowed to carry out their religious prac-
tices and have some voice in how they were governed.

Lesson Steps
Bridge

1. Ask students how many years they think passed 
between the last book of the Old Testament and 
the opening verses of the New Testament. (About 
400 years.)

2. Explain that this time between the end of the Old 
Testament and the beginning of the New Testa-
ment is called the intertestamental period. This 
time period will be the focus of this lesson.  

Scripture Link
1. Distribute the handout Intertestamental Period. 

Have students fill in the blanks and take addi-
tional notes as you provide information from the 
teacher key.

2. Have students read Daniel 2:31–45. 
3. Ask a student to summarize what happened 

in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (found in verses 
31–35). 

4. Explain that this dream was a prophecy of the 
empires that would rise after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
time. Students will explore this further in the activ-
ity. 

Student Activities
1. Distribute the handout A Dream of Five King-

doms. Have students refer to the Intertesta-
mental Period handout in order to complete this 
handout.

2. Read the instructions aloud. You may want 
students to work independently, in groups, or 
continue to guide them in a class discussion. Be 
aware that students may need guidance on the 
summary questions on the back. 

3. If students work independently, review the an-
swers as a class. 

4. Make a visual of A Dream of Five Kingdoms 
handout (optional) to guide your review.

Lesson 2 

Approaching First-Century Palestine
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Independent Practice
1. Have students read Approaching First-Century Palestine (page 12) in the student text and 

answer the reflection questions.
1. List three characteristics of the Greek empire. (Answers include that Alexander conquered 

other nations quickly, that Greek became the universal language, and that Greek culture 
spread.)

2. What difficulties did the Jews face when the Seleucids instead of the Ptolemaics took control 
of Palestine? (The Seleucids tried to force the Jews to worship Greek gods. Worship of Zeus 
in God’s temple in Jerusalem led to the Maccabean revolt.)

3. How did the Jews feel about the empires that ruled them? (They were angry about being 
ruled by foreign powers because they wanted to be free to live and practice their religion as 
they desired.)

Looking Ahead
Have students read Matthew 2 in preparation for Lesson 3.

Enrichment
 �Social studies. Students can do additional research about the Roman and Greek Empires. Exam-
ples of research topics include Alexander the Great, Augustus, Mark Antony, Pompey, the Macca-
bees, and the Pax Romana.
 �Have students research the importance of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testa-
ment.
 �Have students research the Apocrypha, and ask them to read and then report on one of the books.
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Lesson 2

Approaching First-Century Palestine

Daniel 2

As we enter the world of the Jews living 
in first-century Palestine, remember that a 
great deal transpired during the 400 years 
that passed since the close of the Old Testa-
ment. The Old Testament left off with the 
reign of the Persian Empire. The Persians, 
under King Cyrus, had allowed the Jews 
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild its walls 
and temple. Many Jews remained scattered 
throughout the Persian Empire, but a rem-
nant of Jews returned to Palestine for these 
rebuilding projects.

The Persian Empire eventually gave way 
to the Greeks, led by Alexander the Great. 
In ten years, Alexander was able to con-
quer Persia and Egypt, even extending the 
boundaries of his empire into India. Alexan-
der encouraged Hellenization, or the spread 
of the Greek language and culture. Because 
the Jews were dispersed throughout the 
Greek Empire, the Old Testament was trans-
lated from Hebrew into the new universal 
language: Greek. The Greek Old Testament 
came to be known as the Septuagint. We 
can see God’s providence at work in provid-
ing a translation of Scripture that Jews and 
Gentiles from different regions of the world 
could read.

Alexander’s sudden death led to the division 
of the Greek Empire among Alexander’s 
generals, which was initially favorable for the 
Palestinian Jews. Alexander’s general Ptol-
emy was given control over Palestine, and 
the Ptolemaic kings allowed the Jews to live 
in relative peace and worship God as they 
desired. But Palestine was then captured by 
a different set of Greek rulers—the Seleucid 
kings, descended from Alexander’s general 
Seleucus. 

Timeline 445 B.C.–3 B.C.

445 B.C. Nehemiah rebuilds Jerusalem’s walls 
under Persian rule

334 B.C.  Alexander begins campaigns against 
Persia

333 B.C.  Alexander defeats Darius II of Persia

323 B.C.  Alexander dies in Babylon

250 B.C.  Hebrew Scriptures are translated into 
Greek

167 B.C.  The “desolating sacrilege” occurs in 
the temple at Jerusalem

141 B.C.  The Maccabean family liberates 
Jerusalem

63 B.C.  Roman ruler Pompey captures Jeru-
salem

44 B.C.  Roman ruler Julius Caesar is assas-
sinated

37 B.C.  Herod the Great becomes the local 
ruler of Judea 

31 B.C.  Augustus becomes emperor of Rome

  3 B.C. Approximate date of Jesus’ birth at 
Bethlehem
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Approaching First-Century Palestine

The Book of Maccabees tells of the monu-
mental events that happened next. It ex-
plains that the new ruler over Palestine, 
Antiochus Epiphanes, treated Jewish 
customs contemptuously. He plundered 
the temple, stealing its costly objects. He 
also required Jews to give up their religious 
practices, such as circumcision and the 
Sabbath. Some Jews were willing to com-
promise and abandon their Jewish practices. 
But life became much more difficult for Jews 
who would not worship the Greek gods. 
Then Antiochus Epiphanes ordered that 
unclean animals be sacrificed to Zeus on the 
temple’s altar.

This “desolating sacrilege” on the temple’s 
altar around 167 B.C. caused a certain Jew-
ish family, the Maccabees, to lead a revolt 
against the Greeks. Against all odds, Judah 
Maccabee (“the hammer”) led a relatively 
small group of Jews to overthrow their Greek 
rulers. Palestine was free from foreign rule 
for the first time in 450 years! Judah then 
cleansed and rededicated the temple in 
Jerusalem, guiding the people back to pure 
worship. Hanukah was established to com-
memorate these remarkable events.

Like the exodus, this event defined Jewish 
history. God had acted to deliver his people, 
restore his temple, and vindicate his law. 
The Jews held high hopes for the first Mac-
cabean leaders. They shouted hosanna and 
waved palm branches as Judah rode into 
Jerusalem—a typical way to celebrate God’s 
victory. The Old Testament foretold a mes-
siah, or king, like this: someone zealous for 
God’s law who would deliver God’s people 
and punish their enemies. 

But Jewish hopes fell flat when the Mac-
cabees did not prove to be God’s anointed 
rulers to save Israel. Many of them compro-
mised over time, and after about 100 years 
of Jewish independence, a quarrel in the 
Maccabee family led them to seek advice 
from Rome, the new world power. Rather 
than settle the dispute, the Romans made 

Palestine a province of their own in 63 B.C. 
As Pompey marched into Jerusalem, it 
became clear that Palestine was once again 
under the rule of a pagan empire. 

We often hear the positive characteristics of 
the Roman Empire—their masterful aque-
ducts and roads, the peace and harmony 
brought by Caesar Augustus—but we must 
remember that to the Jews, Rome was the 
most powerful of all their conquerors. Rome 
was no democracy. It would force compli-
ance with its laws and demand heavy taxes. 
The Jews longed to be free. Several Jewish 
revolutionaries arose, attempting to do what 
Judah Maccabee had done: be a messianic 
(kingly) leader to deliver Israel and establish 
God’s law again. But Rome quashed each 
attempt. Would Israel ever be restored? 
Would the exile ever end? 

Reflection Questions

1. List three characteristics of the Greek 
Empire.

2. What difficulties did the Jews face when 
the Seleucids instead of the Ptolemaics 
took control of Palestine?

3. How did the Jews feel about the empires 
that ruled them?

Lesson 2 | Approaching First-Century Palestine
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Name: Unit 1 Lesson 2

$ 'ream oI )iYe .ingdoms

5ead 'aniel ����²�� to identiI\ each Sortion oI the statue� 6ince the dream Ioretold each new Ningdom in chrono-
logical order� \our answers will also Iollow chronological order� 

1e[t� summari]e Irom \our class notes how *od used this Ningdom to adYance his redemStiYe SurSoses�    

Chest and Arms

0aterial used� Silver

Kingdom represented: Persia

How did *od use this Ningdom to ad-
Yance his Slan Ior salYation"

The Persian kings allowed the 
Jewish people to return to Jerusa-
lem and rebuild the temple.

Head

0aterial used� Gold

Kingdom represented:  
Babylonia

How did *od use this Ningdom to 
adYance his Slan Ior salYation"

God used the Babylonians 
to take his people into exile 
for a time. Because the 
Babylonians were not as 
ruthless as the Assyrians, 
a remnant of God’s people 
would return to Palestine.

Belly and Thighs

0aterial used� Bronze

Kingdom represented: 
Greece

How did *od use this Ning-
dom to adYance his Slan Ior 
salYation"

The Greek language and 
culture uniÀed people 
in the Greek empire 
and later in the Roman 
Empire. A universal lan-
guage, Greek, allowed 
for the rapid spread of 
the gospel message.

Legs and Feet

0aterial used� Iron and clay

Kingdom represented: Rome

How did *od use this Ningdom to adYance his Slan Ior salYation"

At the time of -esus’ birth the 5oman Empire was at peace. 
Good roads had been established throughout the empire, and 
this network assisted travel and thus the spread of the gospel.

Summary Questions

1. :h\ is this handout called ´$ 'ream oI )iYe .ingdomsµ" Onl\ Iour Ningdoms were reSresented on the 
statue� :hat is the ÀIth Ningdom� and how is it s\mbolicall\ reSresented in the dream" 

The Àfth kingdom is a kingdom that God will set up that will never be destroyed, accord-
ing to verse ��. It is symbolically represented as a rock cut out of a mountain, not cut by 
human hands.

2. 'aniel ���� e[Slains that the ÀIth Ningdom will begin during the time oI the Iourth Ningdom� :hat does that 
mean" How was that SroShec\ IulÀlled in histor\"

Jesus was born during the time of the Roman Empire—the fourth kingdom mentioned in 
the dream. -esus is the one who brought the Àfth kingdom³the kingdom of God³to Earth.

3. $ccording to Yerses ��²��� what did 'aniel sa\ will become oI the Àrst Iour Ningdoms" ([Slain what \ou 
thinN this means�

According to verses �� and ��, the rock will smash the other kingdoms to pieces. Those 
kingdoms will then be blown away by the wind. This means that the kingdoms of this Earth, 
which think they are all-powerful, will actually all fall and disappear. But the kingdom of 
God will triumph over all of them. It will never disappear.

4. $ccording to the same Yerses� what did 'aniel sa\ will become oI the ÀIth Ningdom" ([Slain what \ou thinN 
this means.

This rock that represents the kingdom of God will grow to be a huge mountain that Àlls 
the whole Earth. The kingdom of God will never die out; instead, it will triumph and spread 
everywhere. -esus’ kingdom will keep growing and spreading� it will have people from all 
nations of the Earth in it. His kingdom will never end.

5. 'aniel said that the Iourth Ningdom would be ´Sartl\ strong and Sartl\ brittleµ and that the SeoSle would not 
remain united �Yerses ��²���� )rom what \ou haYe learned in world histor\� how did 'aniel·s Srediction 
come true"

The fourth kingdom is the Roman Empire, and it is true that the Roman Empire did not 
remain united. It was split into two pieces, east and west, and the western half fell to the 
barbarians. Daniel was correct that the empire was partly strong, because it was a glorious 
empire while it lasted, but it was partly brittle because it would collapse to the barbarians.

Name: Unit 1 Lesson 2

Intertestamental Period
 Guided Notes

:hile in e[ile� the ,sraelites were under the rule oI ÀYe diIIerent Sagan nations� 

Assyria

1. Known for a            strong military          , they were             very cruel         � it was not uncommon 
for them to                             butcher, mutilate, or skin alive their enemies                            . 
The\ used these techniTues to create the largest emSire uS to that time� 

2. *od used them to taNe the                    northern kingdom of Israel into captivity                       . 

3. Their capital was in            Ninevah         � �<ou Srobabl\ remember hearing oI 1ineYah in the stor\ oI 
-onah� 1ow \ou can understand wh\ it was hard Ior -onah to go to 1ineYah and oIIer them reSentance� He 
wanted *od to Mudge these cruel SeoSle� not IorgiYe them��

Babylonia (the Chaldean empire)

1. %ab\lonians conTuered the                 southern kingdom of Judah               . They were not  
                         as harsh as the Assyrians                         � but the\ still               scattered       
       conquered peoples                   �such as the -ews� within their emSire the wa\ the 
          Assyrians         did.

2. Babylon was one of the               oldest cities in the ancient world                . It had been the capi-
tal oI seYeral SreYious ciYili]ations�  

3. ,t reached its height under             King Nebuchadnezzar         � <ou ma\ remember that 'aniel� 
6hadrach� 0eshach� and $bednego were educated in the court oI 1ebuchadne]]ar� 

4. The %ab\lonian (mSire was Nnown Ior                 the hanging gardens                    (one of the 
6eYen :onders oI the $ncient :orld�� 1ebuchadne]]ar built these gardens Ior his wiIe� 

5. ,t was also Nnown Ior incredibl\          thick walls            � ,t was thought that because oI them %ab\lon  
                  would never fall                   � but the         Persians           managed to Ànd a wa\ in� 
The\ diYerted the       flow      of the               Euphrates River                � which ran under the walls� 
and sliSSed in through the hole that was leIt�         Daniel          SroShesied that %ab\lon would Iall the 
same night that it did.  

Persia

1. Site of modern day         Iran         . At its height, it stretched from Greece to India to Egypt.

2. :ell�organi]ed goYernment� e[cellent                  roads for traveling                � used     coins  
               instead of bartering                    . 

3. Led by                Cyrus the Great                 � one oI most SowerIul and wise conTuerors who was 
merciIul to his caStiYes� He let conTuered SeoSle NeeS their own            religion           and 
          customs             and                          return back to their homelands                          . 

4. He allowed        Jews         to return and rebuild their         wall         and then their temple in  
            Jerusalem              . 

Greece

1.                      Ale[ander the Great                       conTuered 3ersia� 

2.           Greek            became the uniYersal language and culture� 

3. 'uring this time� *reeN rulers tried to Iorce              Greek culture            and         religion         on 
the         Jews        liYing in ,srael� 

4. 0accabean reYolt�           Jews          were independent for      100     years. 
• The        Jews         reYolted against the          Greeks          when they        sacriÀced a pig on  

                      the altar in Jerusalem                      � The *reeNs did this to           dishonor           
Jewish religion.  

•              Judah Maccabee           led a rebellion that oYerthrew the local *reeN rulers� 

•        Hanukah         originated from this time period. 

Rome
1. :e haYe oIten heard these          positive          characteristics of the            Roman Empire         , 

such as� 
• ,mSroYed              trade and travel             �due to saIet\� good roads��        peace       (Pax 

5omana� a time oI no wars��        prosperity        and          achievement           �such as building 
amShitheaters and aTueducts� 

• $lso good to haYe a         universal       ,          common language          that       uniÀed      
SeoSle �*reeN�

• The Romans also allowed       Jewish       leaders to rule       Judea      � but the\ chose a Iamil\ that 
would do what 5ome wanted�        The Herods       in the Bible are from this family. Many Jews did not 
liNe         the Herods       , since they compromised with      Rome       .

2. 5oman rule� howeYer� was still Yer\       negative       to Jews for these reasons:

•       Rome       was Yer\ SowerIul and ruled b\ intimidation� 

• They had          forceful laws          and          heavy taxes         that the\ leYied on their SroYinces�

• The\ Tuashed                any Jewish attempts at freedom                 � �6eYeral -ewish reYolution-
aries had tried to be a ´messiahµ or a saYing Ning Ior ,srael� and the\ had all been crushed�� 

• Thus� the       Jews        felt        trampled on       and       oppressed       by these      pagan      
rulers� 5ome did not honor     God     or        God’s law       an\ more than the SreYious emSires had� 
The       Jews      were looNing Ior a Ning to       rescue       them from       Rome      .
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